
1967-'72 Dash removal and Tach Dash Installation Instructions Rev 5

Tools required Priority Alternates: use
1 Small slotted screwdriver (1/8" or equivalent) Needed N/A removal

2 3/8" Ratcheting (Socket) Driver Needed N/A removal

3 3" lg (3/8") socket extension Needed 1/2" 'Deep' socket removal

4 1/2" socket (3/8" drive w/ 6pt. or 12 pt.) Needed 1/2" 'Deep' socket removal

5 Small phillips screwdriver Needed N/A removal

6 Medium/Large phillips screwdriver Helpful N/A removal

7 5/16" (small) combination wrench Needed N/A removal

8 1/2" combination wrench Needed N/A removal

9 Mid size needle nose pliers Helpful N/A removal

10 Flashlight or 'camping headlamp' Helpful N/A removal

11 1/4" Hand Socket Driver Helpful 1/4" combination wrench disassembly

12 5/16" Hand Socket Driver Helpful 5/16" combination wrench disassembly

13 Patience and consistently clean hands Needed N/A ALL

READ THIS FIRST: General Initial Comments & Guidelines
a Patiently following these instructions will allow removal of the existing dash

system  within  20-25  minutes…as  fully  assembled/removed,  complete  and  'on  the  bench'.
b Patiently following the re-installation  instructions will allow complete installation of the new tach dash

in approximately 30-45 minutes.
c Prepare a clean flat workspot with a smooth/soft cloth or towel to rest the dash system down on

upon removal. (ideally well lit workshop bench or equivalent).
d If re-installation includes a 'new' bezel be prepared to wash/clean your hands at least once or

twice during the removal and installation process to minimize scratching of the bezel front.
e Be prepared to spend some time under the dash on your back  on the floor of the truck while you

patiently work on some of underdash assembly & dis-assembly requirements.
f Handle the dash/gauge cluster carefully to ensure no damage to the vulnerable back printed circuit

RECOMMENDATION:
It is highly recommended that you quickly 'field' test your tachometer on your engine prior to undergoing
a full installation process. (3) individual wires are required & aligator clips facilitate this: As follows:
 -Hook up (1) wire to the (+) terminal on the back of the tach directly to a 'hot/power' wire on the vehicle.
 -Hook up (1) wire from the (-) terminal on the back of the tach to the - terminal on the coil.
 -Hook up a simple ground wire to the tachometers metal housing directly to the vehicle chassis.
Ensure all connections are tight. Start your vehicle and ensure the tach 'runs up' correctly.
Specific Instructions- (existing) Dash System: REMOVAL time

1 Disconnect the positive terminal on the battery using the 1/2" combination wrench (or equivalent) 2 min.

2 Reach up under the dash with your right arm and find the back and then top of the light switch assembly. 30 sec

3 Locate the spring loaded 'button' on the top of the light switch assembly and depress it down. 30 sec

4 Pull the light switch out with your left hand while continuing to depress the light switch button with 1 min.
your right hand. With some jiggling the light switch stem should come out. Set aside.

5 Insert the small slotted screwdriver into the small set screw on the bottom of the windshield washer 1 min
knob and loosen (do not remove) the screw screw. Then, remove the the wiper/washer knob, set aside.

6 Loosen/undo and spin out both light and windshield wiper switch round chrome bezels and set aside. 2 min.

7 Using the small 5/16" wrench loosen off the oil line fitting located just behind the oil pressure gauge 3 min.
under the dash. (note: you will probably have to lay under the dash looking upwards to do this).

8 Carefully (slowly) reach up behind the left  hand side of the dash cluster and locate the speedometer 1 min.
cable. Unscrew it from the back of the speedometer housing and carefully pull it out and leave it free.

9 Very carefully reach up behind the right  side of the dash cluster and locate the dash unit's plug-in 2 min.
main electrical harness. (Note: It is approx. 1-1/2"lg. and is held into the back of the dash cluster with
2 compressible side tabs).
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REMOVAL INSTRUCTIONS- continued
10 Compress the (2) side tabs of the cluster harness connector and carefully pull and 'jiggle' it free of 30 sec.

back of the dash cluster unit and push it aside. Be careful not to overpull or you might compromise the printed circuit.

11 Locate and remove the (2) large phillips screws located directly under the steering column that are 1 min.
holding the lower column cover plate in place & then remove and set the cover & screws aside.

12 Pull the rubber 'column to dash' cluster boot up the column until it contacts the main/upper body housing 30 sec.

13 Locate the (2) 5/16"NC angled bolts holding the steering column up in place from below and install the 3 min.
1/2" socket w/ extension and driver on them and loosen them fully one at a time. (Note: the bolts
should be turned out almost completely or at least leave (1) bolt partially intact. However if you decide
to fully remove them thus allowing the column to pull down complete, reinstallation is not difficult.

14 Carefully pull the steering column down until it bottoms on the loosened support bracket.
(as ,mentioned above: the further the column comes down the easier the gauge cluster can be installed)

15 Locate and remove the (6) front/outer phillips trim screws that hold the front bezel tight to the 2 min.
main dash metal.

Max Time: 20 min.

The Dash/Gauge cluster should now be free and clear to (carefully) pull out and (fully) remove
from the dash area. Carefully, pull..move and test that it is free for removal. 1-5 min

 - Place the dash/gauge cluster face down on a very soft, clean surface ready for disassembly.
(Use a cotton towel, shirt or equivalent)

 - The 1/4" & 5/16" hand socket drivers are used for bench disassembly of the dash/cluster unit in order
to replace or remove gauges and/or the printed circuit unit.

Specific Instructions- Tach Dash/Gauge Cluster: INSTALLATION
Assumption 1: the (new) gauge cluster is fully bench assembled
Assumption 2: Your hands, prior to the following activity, are very  clean
Assumption 3: The dash/opening is ready with the steering column all (or near) the way down and clear.
Assumption 4: All aforementioned tools are ready for use in the truck's cab/dash area.

1 Carefully tilt and insert the lower part of the (new) gauge cluster into the lower opening of the dash area

2 Using the small slotted screwdriver as a sliding 'shoe horn' or top assisting guide, slowly tilt the gauge
cluster inwards being VERY careful to ensure the printed circuit does NOT grab, scrape or catch any
dash metal work or the dash pad as it positioned up into place.
WARNING: Do not FORCE the printed circuit past/through obstructions!! It is delicate.
Important Note: At this point it may  be possible to plug-in the back harness through the remaining gap
available with the gauge cluster started in position. As well, it may be possible to 'start' the speedometer
cable into the speedometer housing and plug the tach harness connections onto the back of the tach.
Do not attempt to install or tighten the oil line at this point.

3 With the gauge cluster in 'loose', seated position in place install (2) of the front mount phillips screws
loosely!!  …….to  hold  the  new  gauge  cluster  temporarily  in  place.

4 Lift the steering column up into place and slide the rubber boot down the column until it gently contacts
the new gauge cluster.

5 Re-install the (2) 5/16" steering column support bolts. You will probably have to do this from below
while laying on your back. Take your time, start them one at a time and do them up equally & snug.

6 Carefully reach up behind the right side of the new gauge cluster and locate the (loose) main
plug-in' harness/connector & VERY carefully plug into the back of the new cluster.
Note 1: the harness/connector probably is very close to being in position and at the right angle for
reinstallation. Be patient, don't force it and it should re-install and plug-in successfully.
Note 2: Some people have had luck plugging it in during the installation/tilting procedure of the new gauge
cluster. (see initial 'important note')

7 Reach up behind the left side of the gauge cluster and locate the speedometer cable and carefully 
install it into the back of the speedometer housing and hand tighten snug (no wrenches or pliers!!).
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INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS- continued
8 Reach up behind the centre of the gauge unit and locate the tach plug-in connectors and carefully

install onto the back of the tach's (2) plug-ins. Make special note of which tabs are for which function
ie: 1 is for the power (+) and the other goes to the signal (- post on the the coil).
Note 1: refer to 'important note' above regarding possible early 'start' insertion of tach plug-in

9 Reach up behind the lower right side of the new gauge cluster and locate the oil line and hand thread
and 'start' the fitting in by hand. Then use the 5/16" to tighten and 'snug' the fitting up.

10 Finish  installing  the  remaining  (4)  front  bezel  phillips  screws….loosely  NOT  Tight!!!!

11 Re-install the bottom column cover with the (2) larger phillips screws and tighten/snug into place.

12 Locate and re-install both the windshield wiper and light switch round chrome bezel and 'snug-up'.

13 Using the previous left & right hand method (mentioned above) push in and install the light switch.

14 Locate and install the windshield wiper button and tighten the bottom, small slotted screw.

15 Carefully  snug  up  the  (6)  outer  bezel  screws…DO NOT Overtighten or you will crack the bezel!!!

16 Locate the tach harness wiring under the dash and feed the brown 'signal' (-) wire through the firewall
up near the main fuse/terminal box.

17 Locate the (-) negative terminal on the 'coil' located near the distributor on the back of the engine.

18 Install the (tach) signal wire onto the small negative post connection on the coil and tighten.
(note: ensure that the other ignition connectors attached to the same 'post' remain connected when finished)

19 Locate a ignition switch 'hot' or 'positive' connection under the dash near or at the main fuse box.
(note: test with a test light or electrical tester to ensure you get a 'hot' signal)

20 Connect the positive (+) power/red wire from the tach/harness to these (above) hot/positive connection.

21 Check all previous connections listed in the instructions and ensure they are now all intact, complete
and finished.

22 Re-connect the main battery connection and you are ready to go.

23 The truck should now successfully start and show a full functioning tach and dash/gauge
system.

TROUBLESHOOTING:
1 If the gas gauge, ammeter or temperature gauge do not show a 'normal' function:

Check the main back harness plug-in connection for full and proper insertion and connection.

2 If the speedometer does not work or runs in a 'jumpy' way:
Check and re-install the speedometer cable and make sure it is fully and correctly inserted into the
back of the speedometer head.

3 If there signs of oil dripping from the lower right side of the gauge cluster:
Check and tighten/re-tighten the oil line fitting up fully and re-test.

4 If the tachometer does not show 'rev function':
Check the back upper harness connection onto the tach and make sure it is fully/correctly 'seated'.

or Check the positive tach harness wire with an electrical tester to ensure power is being supplied
or Check the brown/signal (-) wire to ensure it is fully and properly mounted onto the correct coil connection.

Notes:


